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I'd been using my SIP Handymig MIG Welder for a welding job, when the wire feed 
motor suddenly stopped working. I could hear that the transformer that supplies the 
welding voltage was turning on when I pressed the trigger on the hand-piece, but I 
wasn't getting any wire feed.

I've had this welder for over 20 years and I've done a couple of repairs on it during 
this time. On this occasion, however, I was concerned that the wire feed motor may 
need replacing, which could prove to be a problem, trying to source parts for a unit 
this old. There was nothing for it, but to investigate what the problem was and to see 
what needed to be done to get the welder working again. As I was right in the middle 
of a welding job, this breakdown was quite inconvenient.

After disconnecting the welder from the power supply, I removed the seven screws 
that hold the side panel/top on and looked inside. When I looked at the wire feed 
motor, I could see that the two wire connectors that plugged onto the motor, looked a 
bit suspicions. I wondered if they were simply making a bad connection and that was 
why the wire feed motor had stopped working.

I removed each connector in turn and then put it back on again. With the cover still 
off, I connected power to the welder again and pressed the trigger. The wire feed 
motor now worked again, so I disconnected the power and replaced the side panel/top 
and continued on with my welding job.

The welder then performed faultlessly the whole time I was completing the welding 
job, so that was a big relief, that the welder was now working properly again and the 
fault had been nothing more than a bad connection. These welders certainly aren't 
cheap, so it would have been a large financial investment if I'd needed to replace it, or 
a long delay in getting it working again, if I'd had to try to source parts if they had 
been needed to effect a repair.


