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Like many people, we have a lot of photos that were taken with an older film type 
camera,  which  we  had  long  before  we  ever  got  a  digital  camera.  We  have  the 
intention of eventually converting all our photos to digital format, for more secure 
storage. This can be done by either scanning the photos with a conventional flat-bed 
scanner or scanning the negatives with a film scanner.

It was very fortunate that my wife managed to pick up a second-hand film scanner 
quite cheaply, while out shopping one day. With this device, we will now be able to 
scan our negatives, which results in a much better quality picture than scanning the 
prints.

I thought I would test the unit out, so after installing the software (which fortunately 
came with the unit) I tried scanning a few negatives to see how they came out. This 
was  not  too  successful,  as  the  pictures  came  out  with  all  sorts  of  hairy  effects,  
indicating that there was contamination inside the unit and it would need cleaning.

I turned the unit upside-down and looked for any screws that might be holding it 
together. Nothing was obvious, but there were four rubber feet on the base, so it was 
highly likely that the screws would be underneath these, as this is a fairly standard 
manufacturing  practice.  I  tried  removing  the  feet,  but  this  proved  difficult. 
Eventually, I was able to prise them out of the holes with a sharp knife.

This  revealed  four  screws,  which  were  size  00.  Fortunately,  I  have  a  jeweller's 
screwdriver set, so I was able to remove the screws. This then allowed the base to be 
removed. I could see that the inner section was secured inside the outer case by four 
clips,  so I  very carefully  lifted these clips enough to allow me to slide the inner 
section out of the outer case.

The unit consists basically of a couple of circuit boards with a tactile switch and a 
light at the top and a photosensitive plate at the bottom, which reads the picture from 
the negative, which is slid through the unit on a film holder. The photosensitive plate 
is covered by a sheet of glass, which clearly had various bits and pieces of fluff and 
other debris on it. I carefully cleaned this debris off with a small paintbrush, however 
some marks remained on the glass, so these were polished off with a soft cloth.

The unit was then reassembled in reverse order and is now back in good working 
order again, producing nice clean pictures, without the hairy effects. So now all that 
remains to be done is to find the time to scan all our negatives.


